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Doc. Stefan Beiius, PhD, associate professor at the Department of British and American
Studies, Faculty of Arts, UKF Nitra, Slovakia has submitted his candidacy for full professorship for
the position Foreign Languages and Cultures 2.1.32 at his home institution.

I have professionally known Dr. Beiius$ since 2010 when he returned to Nitra from his post-
doctoral Humboldt research fellowship at LMU Munich. 1 served as the professor of English
Linguistics at PF UKF being in the position of guarantor for master’s programs, doctoral programs,
habilitation and inauguration procedures at PF UKF between 2006 and 2014. I had the privilege of
being a member of the habilitation committee for Dr. Befius’s habilitation in September 2011 at FF
UKEF.

I have always had a most positive cooperation with Dr. Befius in various professional domains:
I have had the privilege of being invited as key-note speaker to the biannual international conferences
organized by the Department on several occasions. I have not only published in Topics in Linguistics
but have been serving as a member of the editorial board of which Dr. Befiu§ has been the managing
editor since 2013. More importantly, I had particular occasions on which Dr. Befiu§ and I were able
to critically discuss important questions of theoretical linguistics, especially the intricate relationship
between phonological theories, phonetics and the pragmatics of speech behavior.

As an invited external reader for Dr. Befiu$’s inauguration process, I have been provided with
the necessary documentation (inauguracny spis). I state in confidence that my knowledge of written
Slovak is sufficient for me to understand the details of the different chapters accounting for his
pedagogical and scientific/scholarly activities for the purpose of a balanced evaluation.

In what follows, I intend to focus on three aspects an internationally-oriented higher educational
institution ought to expect of a would-be-professor: (i) teaching activities, (ii) research activities and
(iii) science-management and science communication activities. In addition to the official
inauguracny spis, 1 have also made use of Dr. Befiu§’s home page, last updated in October 2018:
http://www.cs.columbia.edu/~sbenus/
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Teaching activities

Dr. Berus has been an assistant professor since 2006 and an associate professor (docent as a habilitated
doctor) since 2012 at the Department. He has been teaching both foundational linguistics courses
(Introduction to the study of language, Communicative text analysis, Public Speaking, American
English) and courses in linguistic theory (Topics in Theoretical Linguistics, Phonetics I & II, Issues
and methods in the scientific study of speech, Analysis of professional text and discourse,). His core
specialty are courses in Phonetics, in which he combines the practical hands-on approach toward
improving English pronunciation with the theoretical basis for exploring speech and language as a
fundamental window to the human cognitive system.

He has also supervised four doctoral students in speech prosody, audio-visual translation,
investigations of speech production and perception with articulographic methodology, and
computational modelling of prosodic variation. His supervision takes place in Slovakia as well as in
Finland or Argentina. Topics for Master theses supervised by him focus on his core areas or expertise
such as phonetic differences in English dialects, prosodic signals for turn-taking in collaborative
dialogues, or the acoustic-prosodic form of discourse markers.

It is to be emphasized that he has profound experiences in international education as he has taught and
carried out research in several HE institutions outside Slovakia. In addition to longer research stays in
the US, Germany, UK, Finland, or Argentina, he has also given multiple individual invited lectures or
taught at the Summer School in Linguistics organized by the Charles University in Prague.

Research activities

It goes without saying that high-quality teaching can only be achieved if it is supported by engaged
and challenging scientific inquiries. Judging from the information sources at my disposal (and my
personal acquaintance with Dr. Benius), I do not hesitate to claim that his scholarly activities and
achievements represent an outstanding teacher, an independent thinker and a highly committed
intellectual pursuing a nationally and internationally acknowledged scholarly research in the fields of
linguistics, speech behavior and interpersonal communication.

Dr. Betiu$ conducts research at UKF and at the Slovak Academy of Sciences, he has been a Fulbright
(1998) and Humboldt (2009) fellow, he has been a member of several university research groups
around the world, who has published over a 100 scientific papers during his career (Al 6, A2 3, B 13,
C 76, etc.) and 50 scientific papers since his habilitation in 2012. He has been awarded the Prize of
the Dean twice and the Award of the Slovak Academy of Sciences twice.

A specific feature has to be acknowledged as an added value to UKF international ranking: almost all
university rankings place a special value on publications whose co-authors are affiliated at different,
internationally diverse institutions. The value of such publications is often registered with a 1.5 ratio
and Dr. Befiu$ is an excellent example of this valued research practice as almost all of his publications
are co-authored with varied and respected researchers around the world. In addition to the quality of
the collaborators, the venues of his research output is also impressive as almost all journal publications
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belong among the top impacted journals in his research field and the conferences at which he regularly
presents also represent varied and internationally well-known scientific events. His high visibility in
the international research community is also supported by numerous citations of his work by top
researchers and venues of his field.

Science-management and science communication activities

Dr. Berius$ does not work in isolated solitude: he is not only surrounded by community of his colleagues
and students at UKF, he is also an active organizer. He is a highly-motivated conference organizer, a
journal editor, an editorial board member for another international journal and a successful project

initiator and project leader. He also regularly provides reviews and evaluations for the top journals of
the field or international grant agencies. These kinds of activities are important to live up to social
accountability and the third mission of universities.

In addition to this type of service for the academic community, Dr. Befiu§ has been successful in
obtaining grants from respected research agencies himself or in being a good team member and
collaborator in several international and national grants.

I have not only worked together in a highly professional and friendly atmosphere with Dr. Beriu§ but
[ have also acknowledged his professional qualities and steady advancement in the field of Theoretical
and English Linguistics. His thorough international educational and research experience together with
his extended publication activity have paved the way for his habilitation in 2012 and the subsequent,
naturally achievable, prospective academic milestone in the form of a professorship.

In my assessment of the scientific and pedagogical merits of Dr. Befiu§ I want to emphasize the fact
that in the 12 years as assistant and associate professor he has been able to set an example of an erudite,
mature, internationally renowned and inter-culturally open personality who has found a fair balance
between education, research, science management and social engagement. Dr. Befius is an outstanding
representative of the internationally competitive Slovak scholarship.

I am convinced that UKF shall enrich its faculty of full professors with the appointment of Dr. Stefan
Bernus. Hereby, I express my full support for the appointment of Dr. Benu$ as full professor at the
Konstantin the Philosopher University in Nitra as he fulfils - without reservation - all the criteria set
by international standards to the position of a university professor.

/

With best regards, , /) ! // ‘ , |

Professor Dr. Laszl6 I. Komlési, PhD, Dr. h.c.
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Doc. Stefan Befiug, PhD., docent Katedry anglistiky a amerikanistiky Filozofickej fakulty
Univerzity Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre (Slovensko) predlozil kandidatiru na profesora v odbore
Cudzie jazyky a kultiury 2.1.32 na svojej domovskej institucii.

Profesiondlne poznam docenta Benusa od roku 2010, ked” sa vratil do Nitry z
postdoktorandského Humboldtovho vyskumného stipendia na LMU v Mnichove. Pracoval som vtedy
ako profesor anglickej lingvistiky na PF UKF a v rokoch 2006 az 2014 som bol zaroveni garantom
magisterskych programov, doktorandskych programov, ako aj habilita¢nych a inauguraénych konani
na PF UKF. V septembri 2011 som bol ¢lenom habilitacného vyboru pre habilitaciu doktora Beriusa
na FF UKF.

Moja spolupraca s doc. Befiusom v réznych profesionalnych oblastiach bola vzdy pozitivna.
Bolo mi ctou prijat’ pozvanie a vystupit ako hlavny re¢nik na bienalnych medzinarodnych
konferenciach, ktoré organizovala katedra pri viacerych prilezitostiach. Publikoval som tiez
v odbornom ¢asopise Topics in Linguistics a bol som ¢lenom jeho redakénej rady, ktort vedie od roku
2013 doc. Berus. Za este podstatnej$ie ale povazujem konkrétne prilezitosti pre kritické diskusie a
rozhovory, pocas ktorych sme s doc. BefluSom analyzovali ddlezité otazky teoretickej lingvistiky,
najmd zlozity vztah medzi fonologickymi teériami, fonetikou a pragmatikou re¢ového spravania.

Ako pozvanému externému oponentovi pre proces inauguracie doc. Befiusa mi bola poskytnuta
potrebnd dokumentécia (inauguraény spis). Cestne vyhlasujem, Ze moje vedomosti pisanej slovenéiny
stacia na to, aby som pochopil detaily jednotlivych kapitol, ktoré zodpovedaju jeho pedagogickym a
vedecko-vyskumnym aktivitam, a pripravil vyvazené hodnotenie.

V dalSom texte sa zameriam na tri aspekty, ktoré medzindrodna institGcia vy$Sieho
vzdelavania o¢akava od buduceho profesora: (i) pedagogicku ¢innost’, (ii) vedecko-vyskumnu ¢innost
a (iii) Cinnost v oblasti riadenia vedy a vedecko-komunikainu ¢&innost. Okrem oficidlneho
inaugura¢ného spisu som pri priprave posudku vyuZil aj domovsku stranku doc. Befiusa
(http://www.cs.columbia.edu/~sbenus/), ktora bola naposledy aktualizovana v oktobri 2018.
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Pedagogicka ¢innost’

Doc. Beiius bol od roku 2006 odbornym asistentom a od roku 2012 posobi ako docent na Katedre
anglistiky a amerikanistiky. Od roku 2006 prednasal alebo prednasa zakladné lingvistické kurzy (Uvod
do Stadia jazyka, Komunika¢na analyza textu, Verejny prejav, Americka angli¢tina) a kurzy
lingvistickej teérie (Témy teoretickej lingvistiky, Fonetika I & II, Problémy a metddy vedeckej Studie
re¢i, Analyza odborného textu a diskurzu). Jeho hlavnym zameranim su kurzy fonetiky, v ktorych
spaja prakticky pristup k zlepSeniu vyslovnosti v angliétine s teoretickym zakladom pre skiimanie reci
a jazyka ako dodlezitého aspektu pre poznanie 'udského kognitivneho systému.

Doc. Beriug zaroven viedol styroch doktorandov v oblastiach prozddie re¢i, audiovizualneho prekladu,
skimania produkcie a vnimania re¢i pomocou artikulografickej metodolégie a pocitacového
modelovania prozodickych variacii. Jeho vedenie doktorandov sa uskuto¢iiuje na Slovensku, ale aj vo
Finsku a v Argentine. Témy diplomovych prac, ktoré vedie, sa zameriavaju na hlavné oblasti jeho
vyskumu alebo odborné znalosti, ako su fonetické rozdiely v anglickych dialektoch, prozodické
signaly pre obrat v dialégoch spoluprace alebo akusticko-prozodické forma diskurznych markerov.

Treba zdoraznit', ze doc. Befiu$ ma bohaté skusenosti v medzinarodnom vzdelavani, ked’ze vyucoval
a vykonaval vyskum na viacerych vysokoskolskych instituciach mimo Slovenska. Okrem dlhsich
vyskumnych pobytov v USA, Nemecku, Spojenom kral'ovstve, Finsku alebo Argentine tieZ poskytol
niekol'ko individualnych pozvanych prednasok a vyucoval na Letnej $kole lingvistiky organizovanej
Univerzitou Karlovou v Prahe.

Vedecko-vyskumna ¢innost’

Je samozrejmé, ze vysoko kvalitné vyucovanie sa da dosiahnut’ iba vtedy, ak je podporované
angazovanym a naro¢nym vedeckym vyskumom. Na zéklade informécii, ktoré mam k dispozicii (a na
zéklade mojho osobného kontaktu s doc. BefiuSom), nevdham tvrdit, Ze jeho vedecké aktivity a
tuspechy dopinaju jeho kvality vynikajiceho uéitel'a, nezavislého myslitel'a a zanieteného intelektuala,
ktory sa venuje narodne a medzinarodne uznavanému vedeckému vyskumu v oblastiach lingvistiky,
re¢i a interpersondlnej komunikacie.

Doc. Benus vedie vyskum na UKF a na Slovenskej akadémii vied, bol vyskumnym pracovnikom v
programoch Fulbright (1998) a Humboldt (2009), bol a je ¢lenom viacerych univerzitnych
vyskumnych skupin po celom svete, a pocas svojej kariéry publikoval viac ako 100 vedeckych prac
(Al 6, A2 3, B 13, C 76 atd’.) a 50 vedeckych prac od jeho habilitacie v roku 2012. Dvakrat ziskal
Cenu dekana FF UKF v Nitre a dvakrat Cenu Slovenskej akadémie vied.

Musim spomenut’ este Specitficky aspekt, ktory pre UKF prindsa pridani hodnotu v medzinarodnych
hodnoteniach kvality univerzit. Takmer vSetky univerzitné rebricky klada osobitny doraz na
publikacie, ktorych autori patria k intitiiciam z réznych krajin a hodnota takychto publikacii je ¢asto
zohl'adnend nasobkom 1,5. Doc. Benu$ je vynikajucim reprezentantom tohto ocefiovaného
vyskumného postupu, ked'ze takmer vsetky jeho publikacie su vysledkom medzinarodnej spoluprace
s re$pektovanymi vyskumnikmi po celom svete. Okrem kvality spolupracovnikov su taktieZ pdsobivé
aj miesta zverejnenia vysledkov jeho vyskumu, pretoze takmer vietky ¢asopisecké publikicie patria
medzi najvyznamnejSie periodikd vo svojej oblasti vyskumu. Konferencie, na ktorych pravidelne
prezentuje svoje poznatky, su roznorod¢ a medzinarodne akceptované vedecké podujatia. Dokazom
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vysokého renomé doc. Benusa v medzinarodnej vedeckej komunite s tieZ podetné citdcie jeho prac
§pickovymi vyskumnikmi a odbornikmi v danych oblastiach.

Cinnosti v oblasti riadenia vedy a vedecko-komunika¢na ¢innost’

Doc. Benus$ nepracuje v izolovanom prostredi, ale je sucast'ou kolektivu pedagdgov a Studentov na
UKF a je tiez aktivnym organizatorom podujati. Je vysoko motivovanym organizatorom konferencii,
redaktorom cCasopisu, Clenom redakénej rady d'alsieho medzinarodného ¢asopisu, uspeinym
iniciatorom projektov a ich zodpovednym rieSitelom. Pravidelne sa venuje recenznej
a posudzovatel'skej Cinnosti pre najprestiznejSie Casopisy v oblasti svojho vyskumu a pre
medzindrodné grantové agentiry. Tieto druhy aktivit si dolezité pre naplnenie socidlnej
zodpovednosti a treticho poslania univerzit.

Okrem tohto typu aktivit pre akademicki komunitu doc. Befu$ uspe$ne ziskal granty od
reSpektovanych vyskumnych agentir, a to bud’ individualne alebo ako ¢&len timu a spolurieSitel
viacerych medzinarodnych a narodnych grantov.

S doc. Beflusom som vzdy pracoval vo vel'mi profesionalnej a priatel'skej atmosfére a uznavam jeho
odborné kvality, ako aj jeho postupny a plynuly odborny rast v oblasti teoretickej a anglicke;
lingvistiky. Jeho bohaté medzinarodné vzdelavacie a vyskumné skusenosti spolu so Sirokou
publika¢nou ¢innostiou pripravili cestu pre jeho habilitaciu v roku 2012 a nasledny, prirodzene
dosiahnutel'ny, perspektivny akademicky mil'nik vo forme profesury.

Vo svojom hodnoteni vedeckych a pedagogickych zasluh doc. Beriusa chcem zdoraznit', Ze sa pocas
dvanastich rokoch svojho pdsobenia v pozicii odborného asistenta a docenta stal prikladom
erudovanej, zrelej, medzinarodne uznavanej a kulturne otvorenej osobnosti, ktord nasla rovnovahu
medzi vzdelavanim, vyskumom, riadenim vedy a angaZovanim sa vo vedeckej komunite. Doc. Befius
je vynikajucim predstavitel'om medzinarodne konkurencieschopného slovenského akademika.

Som presved&eny, ze UKF obohati svoj profesorsky zbor menovanim doc. Stefana Betiusa do tejto
funkcie. Tymto vyjadrujem svoju plnii podporu vymenovaniu doc. Beriusa za profesora na
Univerzite Konstantina Filozofa v Nitre, pretoze bez vyhrad plni vSetky kritérid stanovené
medzindrodnymi $tandardmi na poziciu univerzitného profesora.

S pozdravom

Profesor Dr. Laszlo 1. Komlosi, PhD, Dr. h.c.

www.sze.hu 9026 Gy6r, Egyetem tér 1. Tel.: +36 30 300 3656 Fax: +36/96/329-263 E-mail: komlosi.laszlo@sze.hu



